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SUBJECT: WOLFF CALLS FOR STATE DEPARTMENT ACTION ON GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE HEROIN 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS STATEMENT RELEASED BY CONGRES- 
SMAN WOLFF ON JAN. 16. 

1. TEXT: I HAVE CALLED THIS PRESS CONFERENCE TO ALERT 
YOU TO A NEW SOURCE OF HEROIN FOR THE AMERICAN ADDICT. 
WHICH HAS THE POTENTIAL OF SUPPLYING OR CREATING A MARKET 
OF EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS - SIMILAR TO THE SIZE OF THAT 
WHICH EXISTED BEFORE WE CURBED THE FLOW OF OPIUM FROM 
TURKEY. I AM SPEAKING OF THE TRI-BORDER AREA OF BURMA, 

LAOS AND THAILAND - THE INFAMOUS GOLDEN TRIANGLE, ALWAYS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 011517 

KNOWN AS A SOURCE FOR THE WORLD MARKET, BUT HERETOFORE 
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NEVER CONSIDERED TO BE A MAJOR DIRECT SOURCE FOR OUR OWN 
COUNTRY. I ALSO WANT TO ANNOUNCE THAT DUE TO THE ACTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE COOPERATION OF SEVERAL NATIONS 
IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD, THE TRAFFICKING OF HEROIN IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA HAS COMPLETELY CHANGED FROM THE PATTERNS 
THAT HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY OBSERVED. 

IT IS NOW ESTIMATED THAT 10 TO 15 PERCENT OF THE 700 
TO 1,000 TONS OF OPIUM WHICH IS GROWN IN THE GOLDEN 

TRIANGLE WILL BE SMUGGLED INTO THE UNITED STATES. THE 
CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORTS OF THAI NARCOTICS OFFICIALS AND THE 
REMOVAL BY THE THAI GOVERNMENT OF SEVERAL HIGH-RANKING 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO WERE INVOLVED WITH DRUG TRAF- 
FICKING HAS BROUGHT AN END TO THE OPIUM-CARRYING MULE 
CARAVANS WHICH BROUGHT RAW OPIUM FROM THE GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE THROUGH THAILAND. THE OPIUM WAS THEN BROUGHT, 
LARGELY BY TRAWLER, TO HONG KONG FOR WORLDWIDE DISTRI- 
BUTION. 

3. NOW THE RAW OPIUM IS REFINED IN SECRET LABORATORIES 
NEAR THE BURMESE BORDER IN THE MOUNTAINOUS JUNGLE AREAS 
OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE. THESE LABS ARE HIDDEN IN 
INACCESSABLE REGIONS, AND ARE CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE BURMESE 
BORDER THAT WHEN TAI NARCOTICS OFFICIALS DISCOVER A 
LAB, THE OPERATORS ARE ABLE TO RETREAT INTO THE 
SANCTUARIES IN BURMA. TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THESE LABS, YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT RAW OPIUM LOSES 90 
PERCENT OF ITS BULK SIZE WHEN IT IS REFINED INTO HEROIN. 

THIS INCREASES THE DIFFICULTY OF INTERCEPTING THE DRUG 
MANY TIMES OVER, AND, HENCE, THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTAINING 
THE POPPIES WHILE THEY ARE IN THE FIELDS. NO LONGER 
CAN WE INTERCEPT THE HUGE MULE CARAVANS WHICH 
CARRIED TREMENDOUS QUANTITIES OF THE OPIUM. NOW, THE 
REFINED HEROIN IS CARRIED BY INDIVIDUALS WITH BODY 
PACKS DOWN FROM THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE, AND EVENTUALLY MAKES 
ITS WAY BY AIR, SEA, AND COURIER TO HONG KONG AND MALAYSIA; 
BUT IN THE FORM OF NUMBER THREE OR NUMBER FOUR HEROIN. 

AND NOT RAW OPIUM. THE HONG KONG AUTHORITIES ARE COOPER- 
ATING, BUT THEY HAVE ALMOST AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK WHEN ONE 
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RECOGNIZES THE AMOUNT OF CARGO AND THE NUMBER OF PAS 
NGERS WHO PASS THROUGH HONG KONG EACH YEAR. FROM 
HONG KONG, AND OTHER PORTS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD, THE 
HEROIN MAKES ITS WAY TO THE WESTERN MARKET. TWO MAJOR 
STOPPING POINTS FOR THE HEROIN ARE HOLLAND AND 
MEXICO. BOTH OF THESE NATIONS CREATE MAJOR PROBLEMS 
FOR THE UNITED STATES. THE AVAILABILITY OF HIGH-GRADE, 
LOW-COST HEROIN IN AMSTERDAM IS CAUSING A DRUG PROBLEM 
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FOR OUR TROOPS STATIONED IN WESTERN EUROPE, JUST AS THE 
CHEAP SUPPLY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA FUNNELED DOWN TO OUR 
TROOPS IN VIETNAM, AND DECREASED THEIR FIGHTING 
CAPABILITIES. CONCERNING MEXICO, IT CAN BE 
ESTABLISHED FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT SOME OF THE BROWN 
HEROIN WHICH COMES INTO THIS COUNTRY FROM MEXICO IS 
ACTUALLY HEROIN REFINED FROM ASIAN POPPIES. ALL IN ALL, 

THE NEW DISTRIBUTION ROUTES FROM THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE 
ARE MAKING THE OLD TURKEY TO MARSEILLES ROUTE SEEM LIKE 
A COWPATH. 

4. THE MAJOR OBSTACLE STANDING IN THE WAY OF CONTROLLING 
THIS MAJOR ASSUALT ON OUR WAR ON DRUGS IS THE POPPY 
FIELDS IN BURMA. WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THE BURMESE 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT IN CONTROL OF ALL TE TERRITORY WITHIN 
THEIR FORMAL BORDERS. THE SHANS CONTROL ROUGHLY 30 
PERCENT OF THE LAND, AND IT IS THIS MOUNTAINOUS, 

JUNGLE AREA WHERE TE POPPIES ARE GROWN. 

5. ONCE AGAIN, I WANT TO ASSERT THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO ENLIST THE EXCELLENT COOPERATION AND SUPPORT OF 
BRITISH, THAI AND HONG KONG AUTHORITIES IN OUR EFFORT 
TO COMBAT THE NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. WHAT IS DISAPPOINTING 
IS THE LACK OF SUPPORT FROM OUR OWN STATE DEPARTMENT. 

I AM ASKING THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO PRESS THE BURMESE FOR 
FULL COOPERATION AND ALSO TO WORK OUT SOME WAY OR MEANS 
OF REACHING THE SHANS, WHO CONTROL THE POPPY FIELDS. 

6. THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS MORE 
CONCERNED WITH NOT INTERFERING IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF ANOTHER COUNTRY. I TOO SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF COUNTRIES 
TO CONTROL THEIR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. BUT IT IS NO LONGER 
AN INTERNAL MATTER WHEN OPIUM IS REFINED INTO HEROIN 
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WHICH MAKES ITS WAY ONTO OUR SHORES, AND INTO THE VEINS 
OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY. THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT MUST REALIZE THAT OUR RELATIONS WITH OTHER NATIONS 
ARE NOT AS IMPORTANT AS OUR OWN RELATIONS - OUR SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS - IN THIS COUNTRY. 

7. I THINK THIS IS A MATTER OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE, 

AND I AM WORKING TO BRING THIS TO THE ATTENTION OF 
OFFICIALS AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
AND THE WHITE HOUSE. I AM PERSONALLY WORKING ON SUG- 
GESTIONS TO AID OUR GOVERNMENT IN THIS CRUCIAL AREA - 
CONTROLLING THE OPIUM POPPIES IN SHAN CONTROLLED LANDS. 
HOWEVER, I AM UNABLE TO REVEAL THE EXACT DETAILS OF ON- 
GOING DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE OF THEIR SENSITIVE NATURE. 
KISSINGER 
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